
  We will be having a seminar from 4:15 to 5:30 

about Inspection, Testing & Maintenance of Fire 

Protection Systems, not just water!  M.G “Top” 

Myers of Relmark Insurance, will be discussing 

what you should and should not do. 

When: Tuesday, April 23, 2013 

 Technical Session starts – 04:15 PM to 5:30 PM 

 Cocktail Hour/Meeting w/friends – 6:00 PM to 

7:00 PM 

 Dinner – 7:00 PM to 9:00PM    

Dinner Speaker – Former Pennsylvania Gover-

nor Mark Schweiker    

Where: Airport Clarion Hotel Meeting & Confer-

ence Center, 76 Industrial Highway, Essington, PA 

19029, Telephone 610-521-9600 

Check out the registration sheet on page 8. 

Networking Coalition Meeting April 23, 2013 

Nominations for 2013-2014 Year 

   The Nominating Committee has come up 

with the following slate of officers: 

President: Mike Venneri, PA                

1st Vice President:  Robert Moser PE             

2nd Vice President:  Still Looking!                        

Secretary:  Joseph Stough CFPS              

Asst. Secretary:  Dave Kriebel, PA             

Treasurer:  John Spitz             

Directors 2013-2015:  Shawn Sullivan, PE 

             Lou Annas               

Directors 2012-2014:  Tony Ordille               

          Ryan Shartel   

Elections are held at the annual meeting on 

May 14, 2013.  The chairman of the nomi-

nating committee is Phil Scanyo.  

  Additional Nominations can be made in 

accordance with Article VIII, Section VIII-5 

of the Bylaws and must be received by the 

Secretary by April  8, 2013.  Nominations 

should be sent to Jay Stough, Secretary at 

209 Mechanic St. Doylestown, PA 18901 or 

faxed to him at 215-345-9357 or emailed to 

jays@tilleyfire.com  
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Special points of 

interest: 

 Fire Protection Net-

working Coalition 

sign up sheet on page 

8 

 Check out the golf 

outing information on 

page 5 for the Phila-

delphia Fire Museum. 

 Check out the 

“What’s wrong pic-

ture” on page 7. 

 Check out the direc-

tions for the hotel.  

The bridge is closed 

on Rt 291 between I 

95 exit 8 & 9.  Must 

use Exit 9 to get to 

the hotel. 
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I would like to thank Jerry “Dutch” Forstator, PE of Professional Systems Engineering, LLC for 

his informed program on the history of Fire Protection in the Philadelphia Area and the part that 

the SFPE Chapter has played in advancing it. This was at Jacobs Engineering Conshohocken, PA 

and was a great chance to catch up with some old friends in the industry; those of you not in at-

tendance missed a good program.  

On Tuesday, April 23, 2013 the Fire Protection Networking Coalition Dinner Event will take 

place at the Airport Clarion Hotel Meeting and Conference Center, 76 Industrial Highway, 

Essington, PA.  Top Myers will be the speaker at the Technical Session beginning at 4:15 PM 

on Inspection, Testing & Maintenance not Just for Sprinklers and the Dinner  Speaker will be 

former Pennsylvania Governor Mark Schweiker. Everyone should be able to learn take some-

thing away from the Dinner Event to be used by them in their daily work activities. Please plan 

to attend to learn, meet new friends and catch up with old friends.   Make checks payable to 

“Fire protection Networking 2013” and mail to Rick Coppola c/o Fire Protection Industries 

1765 Woodhaven Dr. Bensalem, PA 19020    

I expect to see everyone at the FPNC Dinner Event, so please mark your calendars 

and send your check to Rick Coppola c/o Fire Protection Industries 1765 Wood-

haven Dr. Bensalem, PA 19020    

May is our annual meeting with election of 

officers and awards. 

“The first of April is the day we remember 

what we are the other 364 days of the 

year.” 

Mark Twain 

Respectfully Submitted 

Jim 

     The City has added requirements in Chapter 5, Section 510 (Emergency Responder Radio 
Coverage) of the City of Philadelphia Fire Code (2009 IFC with local amendments).  This code 
change must be approved by City Council, which should be just a formality. 

Basically, wired Fire Fighter Phone Systems have been replaced with an Emergency Responder 
Radio Coverage System (ERRCS) also known as Distributed Antenna System (DAS).  This will 
allow the Fire Department to communicate in the building using their portable radios and elimi-
nates the need for hardwired Fire Fighter Phone Systems.  New installations in certain buildings 
require (ERRCS) to be installed.  Existing buildings with existing Fire Fighter Phone Systems that 
fail and can’t be repaired must be replaced with (ERRCS). 

President’s Spark  by Jim Davidson, PE 

Changes to the Phila Fire Code 
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FLASHPOINT 

“The purpose of 

FLASHPOINT is to provide 

a forum for the transfer of 

information between 

members of the 

Philadelphia-Delaware 

Valley Chapter of the 

Society of Fire Protection 

Engineers (SFPE) and to 

give the Chapter visibility.” 

Newsletter/Publicity 

Committee: 

Jay Stough 

Information for publication 

can be submitted to:  Jay 

Stough 

Email:  jays@tilleyfire.com   

   This Newsletter is 

published 9 or 10 times/

year (September through 

June)  and received as 

part of membership of the 

Chapter.  Membership 

Dues are $20.00 collected 

annually in the Fall of the 

Year.  For an Application 

of Membership contact:  

Bob Moser Email:  

Bob.moser@jacobs.com 

 Visit our web site at:        

www.sfpephiladelphia.org 

Articles written are the 

views of the Author and 

not necessarily those of 

the Philadelphia-Delaware 

Valley Chapter of SFPE. 

18th Future Cities Winning team, Queen of 

Angels Regional Catholic School  Willow 

Grove, PA 

http://www.sfpephiladelphia.org
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Join the Fire Sprin-

kler Initiative on 

LinkedIn 

Home fire sprinkler advo-

cates now have a place to 

connect with the Fire Sprin-

kler Initiative: Bringing 

Safety Home® (FSI) on 

LinkedIn. We are hoping 

that the FSI LinkedIn 

group will become the place 

where advocates go to share 

ideas and discuss important 

topics. Join them on 

LinkedIn  

http://www.ascet.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=hzseqfMGPAicrnAo4nTT3xz6x7mg5jZiqsj5uOhot84pUCE1LA%2bKWs20y8qcjQi%2bafBGWvlmPAXY02Lf8uNsgC0ggPqZl%2bNRuiGdZo3lajE%3d
http://www.ascet.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=hzseqfMGPAicrnAo4nTT3xz6x7mg5jZiqsj5uOhot84pUCE1LA%2bKWs20y8qcjQi%2bafBGWvlmPAXY02Lf8uNsgC0ggPqZl%2bNRuiGdZo3lajE%3d
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Fire walls are constructed to contain a fire within a specific 

area that is manageable by either the built-in fire protection 

features or fire suppression forces.  

Fire walls typically are rated as two- or four-hour fire-rated 

assemblies. They must run continuously from the lowest point 

of a building’s foundation, through the roof, and to a parapet 

at least 30 inches (76.2 centimeters) above the roof plane. By 

extending the wall above the roof plane, a parapet wall pre-

vents flames from immediately igniting a combustible roofing 

membrane on the opposite side of the wall. The parapet in the 

illustration is a classic example of how these elements are employed.  

In modern building aesthetics, however, tall fire wall parapets often have fallen out of favor, so the 

building codes allow a variety of alternatives:  

——Where two-hour fire-rated walls are permitted by the building code based on occupancy or 

construction type, the wall may stop at the underside of the roof sheathing, deck or slab if the 4 

feet (122 cm) of roof assembly nearest the wall and the rated portion’s entire support structure 

on the lower side of the fire wall have a one-hour fire-resistance rating. Roofs on both sides of 

the fire wall must have at least a Class B roof covering, and there may be no roof openings 

within 4 feet (122 cm) of the fire wall.  

——Fire walls may end at the underside of noncombustible roof sheathing, deck or slab when 

roofs on both sides of the wall have at least a Class B roof covering. There may be no roof open-

ings within 4 feet (122 cm) of the fire wall.  

——In Types III, IV and V construction (see Coffee Break Training FP-2009-45), the wall may 

stop at the underside of combustible roof sheathing, deck or slab if there are no roof openings 

within 4 feet (122 cm) of the fire wall, the roof has at least a Class B roof covering, and the roof 

sheathing or deck is constructed of fire-retardant-treated wood and gypsum wallboard as de-

tailed in the building code.  

If the structure under consideration has a roof design that slopes more than two units vertical in 12 

units horizontal (2:12) toward the fire wall, additional design considerations must be employed. Al-

ways refer to the design guidance provided in the locally adopted building code.  

For additional information, refer to International Building Code, Chapter 7, or National Fire Protection 

Association 5000, Building Construction and Safety Code®, Chapter 8.  

Eligible for Continuing Education Units (CEUs) at www.usfa.fema.gov/nfaonline  

For archived downloads, go to:  www.usfa.fema.gov/nfa/coffee-break/ 

 The vertical projection above the roof is the 

parapet on a masonry fire wall.  

 Building Construction: Fire Wall Parapet Alternatives  
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Once again, the Engineers’ Club is offering a variety of professional development courses. Current courses are 

listed below; see the website for more details 

CO-1: 2009 International Building Code (25 PDH, starts March 28) (New date) 

CO-2: Construction Cost Estimating (10 PDH, Starts April 16) 

NEW We are also offering a new course, in conjunction with Dale Carnegie Training, How to Communicate 

with Diplomacy and Tact.  More information is available in the flyer; registration will soon be available.  (14 

PDH, June 11 and 12) 

ENGINEERING IN THE CITY TOUR 

The hustle of daily life often means it’s easy to overlook all that engineering accomplished in the city – skyscrap-

ers, roadways, bridges, subways, water works, the list goes on. To highlight some of the city’s engineering feats, 

the Engineers’ Club of Philadelphia and the Philadelphia Engineering Foundation have partnered with The 

Franklin Institute to create a self-guided walking tour for the public to better understand how engineering has 

played a role in creating some of the city’s most recognizable landmarks and some lesser-known attractions. 

     The first of its kind in Philadelphia and new in 2013, the Engineering in the City Tour will challenge resi-

dents and tourists alike to look at the city in a new way and to appreciate the work of engineers. Tour partici-

pants will visit the Ben Franklin Bridge, Fairmount Water Works, The Philadelphia Museum of Art and more, 

where designated Engineering in the City signs will describe the engineering work connected to that site and a 

QR code will link them to even more information about the landmark. A downloadable map and additional 

information is available on the Engineering in the City website, www.pefound.org/eic/.  

SPEAKERS' BUREAU 

The Club frequently gets requests for engineers to speak at a school, work with a school-based engi-

neering club, participate in a career day program, mentor a student, etc. To help meet these requests, 

we have established a Speaker’s Bureau, but to be effective, we need people to indicate their willing-

ness to be contacted for this and to provide some information. The Club’s database system has been 

recently updated to be able to collect this information. Those receiving this email directly already 

have a profile, with this email address as the username. Simply login and indicate how you would like 

to participate; categories include: Career Days; Media Resource as a technical expert; Job shadowing; 

Mentoring; and Technical Societies or other venues. Also provide some information on your area(s) 

of expertise. Anyone who has registered for an event also has a profile that can be updated; others 

can create a new profile. Go to register.engrclub.org, login in the upper right corner, and enter your 

information and interests. 

Phila Engineers Club 
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“If you think health-

care is expensive 

now, wait until you 

see what it costs 

when it is free!” 

P. J. O’Rourke 

“A government that 

robs Peter to pay 

Paul can always 

count on the sup-

port of Paul.” 

George Bernard Shaw 

http://e3cop.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=aDIjkEiz337ScaBnwYhhNi%2btjoLJavvQPV%2f1omuC6blveNlrPQXTuIMQYEZTkAx66GWOiq2rBOfYInP1tdCSF6pu45nTUyTG%2f8tyI7xN0qY%3d
http://e3cop.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=2nQDx1badYerVda3qogSZ4ZwetXaXVfro8EYfo8rfGLZLle4lCOMjJX0hIHXFbzTamZbHybjH674TeFYIKk0iU89sB%2bnSruTr9%2fQqqI8vSY%3d
http://e3cop.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=S3o5y5JVYpAOyF4Fx0dvRsLXP7LwD%2feyJIj16s%2f2lJOzSUi3tp1FKtR68lv1LgWN35ayH6oJ9gHjo1zqvsVmk5ANmNTuDeBfdWXj%2br48uoY%3d
http://e3cop.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=S3o5y5JVYpAOyF4Fx0dvRsLXP7LwD%2feyJIj16s%2f2lJOzSUi3tp1FKtR68lv1LgWN35ayH6oJ9gHjo1zqvsVmk5ANmNTuDeBfdWXj%2br48uoY%3d
http://e3cop.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=S3o5y5JVYpAOyF4Fx0dvRsLXP7LwD%2feyJIj16s%2f2lJOzSUi3tp1FKtR68lv1LgWN35ayH6oJ9gHjo1zqvsVmk5ANmNTuDeBfdWXj%2br48uoY%3d
http://e3cop.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=nH1TJC35TyE2qHrrzKXctbWuNBJuEJ1OsBudIen4fnBXkPjiRSwikidfe%2bX4TLhpaEs2zAH2NVtyAJMBKUFe7xFGywBonaapOfinOd3Kkw8%3d
http://e3cop.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=nH1TJC35TyE2qHrrzKXctbWuNBJuEJ1OsBudIen4fnBXkPjiRSwikidfe%2bX4TLhpaEs2zAH2NVtyAJMBKUFe7xFGywBonaapOfinOd3Kkw8%3d
http://e3cop.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=nH1TJC35TyE2qHrrzKXctbWuNBJuEJ1OsBudIen4fnBXkPjiRSwikidfe%2bX4TLhpaEs2zAH2NVtyAJMBKUFe7xFGywBonaapOfinOd3Kkw8%3d
http://e3cop.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=ImQJYobbalQn9wqgIPbBMmhoRQ5vSptVJ%2fJ%2bVC1FlYslIgGJJeLAAsoswOprR0TIgreMA6%2fhimCZYNjXoNK8ZDdun0NVC546gr%2bt5QBa5dQ%3d


 April 3: New Jersey ASCET Chapter at the Collins House in Collingswood, NJ  

 April 16: Berks ASCET Mtg. Valentino’s Restaurant Kutztown, PA 

 April 17: Delaware ASCET Chapter @  Charcoal Pit on Kirkwood Highway in         

Wilmington 

 April 23: Fire Protection Networking Coalition.  Airport Clarion Hotel & Conference 

Center 

 April 30: Phila. ASCET Chapter @ Michael’s restaurant Bensalem, PA 

Monthly Events 

What’s Wrong with this picture? 

Last month’s picture showed 

compressed gas cylinders in a fire 

exit stair tower. 

Send us any pictures you have. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 ASCET SJ 
chapter Mtg 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 ASCET 
Berks Chap-

ter Mtg 

17ASCET 

Delaware 

chapter mtg 

18 19 20 

21 22 23 Fire 
Protection 

Networking 

24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 ASCET 
Phila chap-

ter mtg 

    

April 2013 
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209 Mechanic St. 

Doylestown, PA 18901 

Phone: 215-345-8066 X 22 

Fax: 215-345-9357 

E-mail: jays@tilleyfire.com 

P H I L A - D E L A W A R E  V A L L E Y  
S F P E  

right on to Route 291 South.  The hotel is located on 

the left. 

From the Pennsylvania Turnpike:  Take the Penn-

sylvania Turnpike to Exit for Route 476 South.  Take 

Route 476 to I-95 North and I-95 to Exit 9-A.  Stay 

to the right off of the exit (yield sign) and follow 

Route 420 South.  Go to traffic light on the corner 

and turn right on to Route 291 South.  The hotel is 

located on the left. 

The Airport Clarion Hotel & Conference Center 

76 Industrial Highway 

Essington, PA  19029 

(610) 521-9600 

Fax (610) 521-9388 

From the North:  Follow The New Jersey Turn-

pike South to Exit 3 – Philadelphia and the Walt 

Whitman Bridge.  Cross over the Walt Whitman 

Bridge and pick up I-95 South.  Pass the Philadel-

phia International Airport and get off at Exit 9-A, 

Essington and Route 420 South.  Go to traffic light 

on the corner and turn right on to Route 291 

South.  The hotel is located on the left. 

From the South:  Follow I-95 North to Exit 9-A.  

Stay to the right off of the exit (yield sign) and fol-

low Route 420 South..  Go to traffic light on the 

corner and turn right on to Route 291 South.   The 

hotel is located on the left. 

From Center City Philadelphia:  Follow I-95 

South, pass the Philadelphia International Airport 

and get off at Exit 9-A, Essington Route 420 

South.  Go to traffic light on the corner and turn 

Directions to Airport Clarion Hotel & Conference Center 

  

We’re on the web 

www.sfpephiladelphia.org 

Mission Statement 
     The Philadelphia/Delaware Valley Chapter purpose is to advance 

the art and science of fire protection engineering and its allied fields, 

for the reduction of life and property losses from fire, to maintain high 

ethical standards on engineering among its members and to foster fire 

protection education. 

     Recognition of fire protection engineering as a discrete engineering 

discipline is a prime goal. Engineering disciplines exist because there is 

a special body of knowledge based on the fundamentals of mathemat-

ics, physics, chemistry, engineering science and economics. 

     The chapter strives to facilitate sharing of sound engineering experi-

ences and knowledge between its members and the fire protection 

community in general with an active program of education and schol-

arship activities. 

http://www.sfpephiladelphia.org
http://www.sfpephiladelphia.org

