
DATE: TUESDAY, MARCH 12, 2019 

TIME: 

FELLOWSHIP-5:30PM 

DINNER-6:00PM 

LOCATION: 

OLIVER FIRE PROTECTION AND 

SECURITY 

420 FEHELY DRIVE 

KING OF PRUSSIA, PA 19406 

MEETING INFO: 

This months meeting will be on 

Firestopping. Understanding the key 

test standards related to fire stopping in 

applicable codes, understanding the  
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many variables the affect firestop per-

formance, and understanding the sec-

ondary attributes of firestop products. 

The presenter will be Joseph Smith, a 

fastening and protection field engineer 

at Hilti. 

COST: 

$30.00 FOR DINNER AND PRO-

GRAM 

PLEASE RSVP BY 12 NOON ON 

FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 2019 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 

ATTENDING THE MEETING, 

PLEASE RSVP TO JOHN SPITZ 

jspitz@OliverFPS.com 

2019-2020 SFPE OFFICER NOMINATIONS 

NOMINATIONS FOR THE 2019-2020 OFFICER FOR THE PHILADELPHIA-
DELAWARE VALLEY SFPE CHAPTER WILL BE ANNOUNCED NEXT 
MONTH. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN RUNNING FOR AN OFFICE PLEASE 
CONTACT JIM DAVIDSON, jdavidson@davidsonassociates.net OR              

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 

Habitat for Humanity will be installing a NFPA 13D sprinkler systems in Chester 
County in 2019.  This will be the first NFPA 13D installation for the local Habitat 
for Humanity construction team.  Although the system will be installed by volun-
teers, they are seeking assistance in the following areas: material selection, obtaining 
materials at reasonable costs, cost estimating, etc. Financial assistance is not part of 
the request.  Any sprinkler contractor with knowledge of NFPA 13D systems and 
willing to help in these areas should contact SFPE member and Habitat for Human-
ity volunteer Hal Cohen at hcohen@hccassoc.com.  



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Earlier this week I had a conference call with an attorney with whom I’m working on a case that involved a 

sprinkler freeze incident.  We had already assisted the building owner in correcting some deficiencies that were 

related to the damage and conditions that existed throughout the building.  This meeting was in preparation for a 

mediation session to address these and other discrepancies in construction with regard to the fire protection sys-

tems. 

As I was reviewing my file for the discussion, it occurred to me that many of the issues in dispute could have 

been avoided with more communication.  Between architect and design engineer; between engineer and contrac-

tor; between contractor, construction manager, and code official.   

This coming week I will be with a group of people including owner’s representatives, engineering team, manu-

facturer, and authority having jurisdiction to run through a series of tests on a fire safety system.  The purpose of 

this is to confirm that we can accomplish some system performance requirements before we put the project out 

to bid.  An unusual step in design, but the owner felt this was necessary. 

These two cases speak to the roles that individual stakeholders have in making sure that a building is constructed 

to the appropriate level of safety, and in a way that ensures fire safety system maintainability, reliability, and 

availability.  If a system is not available, it is of no use, and building fire and life safety can be compromised.  

But it often takes many different people from different backgrounds to work through all the issues so that system 

performance goals are achieved. 

Let’s all work to create an environment of mutual respect and open communication with all the stakeholders we 

work with on a daily basis. We each stand to benefit personally, and the end product will, most assuredly, be a 

safer building and region. 

 

Yours in fire safety, 

Jeff LaSalle 
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March 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 NEW JERSEY 
ASCET 
 MEETING 

7 8 9 

10 11 12 PHIL-
DELVAL SFPE 
MEETIN 

13 14 15 16 

17 ST. PATRICKS 
DAY 

18 19 BERKS 
COUNTY ASCET 
MEETING 

20 DELAWARE 
ASCET      
MEETING 

21 22 23 

24 25 26 PHILADEL-
PHIA ASCET 
MEETING 

27 28 29 30 

31       

MARCH 6: NEW JERSEY ASCET MEETING 

MARCH 12: PHILADELPHIA-DELAWARE VALLEY SFPE MEETING 

MARCH 17: ST. PATRICKS DAY 

MARCH 19: BERKS COUNTY ASCET MEETING  

MARCH 20: DELAWARE ASCET MEETING 

MARCH 26: PHILADELPHIA ASCET MEETING  



MISSION STATEMENT 
 
The Philadelphia/Delaware Valley Chapter purpose is to advance the science and 
practice of fire protection engineering and its allied fields, to maintain a high ethical 
standard among its members and to foster fire protection engineering education. 
 
Recognition of fire protection engineering as a discrete engineering discipline is a prime 
goal. Engineering disciplines exist because there is a special body of knowledge based 
on the fundamentals of mathematics, physics, chemistry, engineering science and economics. 

Society of Fire 
Protection 
Engineers 

209 Mechanic St. 
Doylestown, PA 18901 
 

PHILA-DELAWARE VALLEY SFPE 

We’re on the  web at  
Www.sfpephiladelphia.org 

PHONE: (215) 345-8066 
FAX: (215)  345-9357 
dslatcher@OliverFPS.com 


